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An initial aim of the project was to look at the ways in which Muslims are seeking 

to define their role in the Orthodox Christian Georgia, in the Autonomies Republic of 

Adjara. However, during my fieldwork I have focused on secret religious conversions 

from Islam to Christianity which I see as one of the ways of dealing with the dominant 

Orthodox Christian discourse in Georgia.  

Religious activities and practices have revived throughout the post-Soviet 

region after the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of seventy years of militant 

secularism (Pelkmans 2009). In the Republic of Georgia, emphasis has been on Orthodox 

Christianity, which has historically been coupled with and strongly related to becoming a 

‘real Georgian’ (Khalvashi and Batiashvili 2011). Hence, many Muslim Adjarians, 

particularly younger generations, have converted to Christianity, associating it with 

becoming more civilized and conceiving the processes of conversion as a return to the 

‘real Georgian roots’. However, family networks and respect towards Muslim elders 

prevents them from performing their religious practices and alluding to their conversion 

stories openly at home. So, many of the new Christian converts follow Muslim traditions 

when it comes to their lives at home, whereas they behave and talk about themselves as 

being Christian among their religious peers.  

In this respect, I have followed the stories of secret religious conversions in 

Adjara while accompanying my informants at their baptisms, at both Muslim and 

Christian religious celebrations and in more informal atmospheres including friends, 

family and the village neighbourhoods. Based on my ethnographic material, I have 

already started writing an article with tentative title: Religious Conversions and their 

Secret Trajectories which tries to understand the phenomena of secrecy in social relations 

and how secrets serve to form ambivalent positions of individuals during their religious 

experiences.  

As a result,  I aim to contribute to the volume about Islam in post-soviet 

countries edited by Dr. John Schoeberlein who is a Lecturer in the Department of 

Anthropology as well as Director of the Program on Central Asia and the Caucasus under 

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~anthro/
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~anthro/
http://centasia.fas.harvard.edu/


the Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies at Harvard University. Tentative title 

of the edited volume is as follows, Changing Islam in Post-Soviet Society and preliminary 

publication plan is to submit it as a special issue in Central Asian Survey which 

subsequently will be published as a volume with Routledge.  

Moreover, in order to engage in a dynamic process of gaining feedback and also to 

disseminate the product of the Project, I will participate in a PhD seminar which will be 

held at the Department of Anthropology in the University of Copenhagen in December. 

The title of the seminar is: Embedded and Activated Ambiguities: Methodological and 

Ethnographic Approaches to Doubts and Ideas, where I will present aspects of the Project 

and engage in following discussions.  
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